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On 28" July, 2005, I arrived in Kagoshima with the intention of teaching English and studying
Japanese. Over the past twelve years it has been my pleasure to not only teach the English language
but also explain about my country, my hometown, and British culture to the citizens of Kagoshima.
I hope that I have had a positive impact on people’s opinions of the UK and of British people, and
inspired some to go to Britain to see it with their own eyes. The teaching and learning has not been
one-sided. In fact, since my arrival, I have learned a great deal about the history and culture of
Kagoshima, too. Sadly, at schools in the UK, students are neither taught about the Anglo-Satsuma
War, nor about the subsequent friendship and influence the British had on the modernization of
Japan. As a history graduate, this history fascinates me so I feel very fortunate to have come to a
place with such strong connections to my country. Furthermore, I also consider it a great privilege
and honour to have had the opportunity to participate in the 150™ anniversary celebrations of those
events. Being part of an association like the JBSKYD (The Japan British Society of Kagoshima
Youth Division) is very fulfilling to me, because I feel I am actively creating a bridge between
Britain and Kagoshima. All of my activities with the JBSYD have thus far been very enjoyable and
rewarding, so [ am looking forward to being part of even more exciting events in the future.
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