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The U.K was the Country

It was only 6 years ago when I became really fascinated by British scenery and culture
firsthand. The people, culture, buildings and language filled me with wonder and allowed me
to become who I am today.

I began learning English when I was only 8 years old. These days it is very common in
Japan to learn English at this age, but more than 10 years ago it was still quite rare. At that
time, the movie “Harry Potter” was released in Japan, and despite being a fantasy film, it
enabled me to witness foreign peoples’ mannerisms, and appreciate different architecture. 5
years after watching the movie, I realized that the places in the movie were British, and ever
since that time I became determined to visit and improve my English skills.

When I was a university student in 2011, I finally had the opportunity to visit the UK. I was
so nervous when I spoke to British people, and was disappointed in my own English skills
because I could not understand what they were saying. However, the views and caring nature
of the people helped me. The 200-300 year old, traditional buildings allowed me to feel
appreciation for the history of the people. In Japan, we have lots of earthquakes, so I cannot
imagine such old buildings and how they would remain safe. British buildings made me
imagine the brilliant scenery of the past, and British people were so patient with me when I
couldn’t explain my feelings in detail. I really valued them for their hospitality.

Now, I’d like to share the amazing memory of the time I met a person at Piccadilly Circus in
London. At that time, my friend from Kumamoto and I were spending about 10 days in the
UK for our graduation trip in 2014. We walked around the city center with my British friend
whom we had met in Oxford in 2011. He wanted to eat some Japanese food so we went to a
Japanese restaurant we found. Lots of British people enjoyed the meals at the restaurant
called Taro. I was surprised while looking at the menu. The menu said that the owner was
from Yatsushiro, Kumamoto. We were really happy to learn this, and decided to ask the
owner why he moved here and how his life was. He came to us and looked very happy to see
us as well. He came to London when he was 26 and could not speak any English at all;
however he wanted to change his life for the better. From then, he made up his mind to open
his own restaurant in London and make a huge effort to study cooking and speak in English.
Now he runs two popular restaurants. At the time, my friend and [ were wondering about our
future because we had not decided what our future jobs would be, so we were impressed by
his story. I was moved and I felt like I could do anything. If I could visit there one more time,
I would like to tell him that I became an English teacher. I hope he will be pleased with me. I
cannot forget the taste of the teriyaki chicken I ate there.

I also met a woman working in a village in Aberdeen, Scotland. Her name is Akiko. She
was helping elderly people who need special care in the village. The village is also unique,
because it was made by people who need special care. They help each other, share their
houses, and run their own bread shop and café restaurant in the village. I really liked the
atmosphere of the village because they always smiled at me and were friendly. Akiko and
other people volunteered there. She had graduated from Aberdeen graduate school and
decided to stay there forever. I was really impressed by her way of life. We were talking
about our future while watching the sunset. I cannot forget that time.
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My memories of the UK gave me lots of experiences and made me think of my future. [ am
still studying English, and want to teach English to Japanese children using my various
experiences. [ want students to make foreign friends using their English. I was changed by
meeting British people, and I was changed by visiting the UK. Of course, an experience in
any country can change you, but for me, it was the UK. The UK made me what I am today.
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