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English is a tool to communicate with people from different countries. This is a
lesson I learned from my experience.

In March of this year (2018), I had an opportunity to visit the United Kingdom for
a school project. During our 10 days there, my classmates and I got numerous
opportunities to learn about different history, culture, and realize the importance of

English.

This was not my first time abroad. When I was 11 years, I went to Singapore.
During the trip, however, I had few chances to speak English. I wanted to talk with
people in English because I had been learning English since I was 7 years old.
However, I did not have the courage to say more than “Hello” or “Thank you” during
that trip.

This time, at 17 years old, I had decided on some targets for my next experience
abroad. One of them was that I wanted to try my English skills. I was very interested
in how well I could communicate with people in English. However, I was a little
nervous because I was staying with a British family for the first time.

At first, I was confused when I heard British English. I had known that there
were differences between British English and American English. However, when 1
actually heard the pronunciation of British English people, I felt that it was a little
difficult to catch what they said because most Japanese students usually listen to
American English. I was not used to hearing British English, so I often could not
understand what the locals said. On the other hand, I was very interested in this
because I had also made the target to learn the differences of English in different
countries.

One day during the trip, my friend and I came across some trouble when we were
shopping. When we paid at a self-checkout and tried to leave the store, a female shop
assistant spoke to us. The woman claimed that my friend owed 3 pounds. I could not
understand the situation, so I asked the woman to explain more. However, I could not
catch her English. The woman only said the same thing repeatedly and did not let us
leave the store. While we could not grasp the meaning of her story, my friend paid 3
pounds. Fortunately, we met our teacher and returned to the store together. Our
teacher explained the situation to another shop assistant and it turned out to be a
misunderstanding of the shop assistant. A male shop assistant returned 3 pounds and
apologized to my friend, and the situation settled down. I was a little disappointed that
I could not insist to the staff that she was mistaken and solve the trouble myself. But
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at that time, I realized the power of a language. I truly thought that it is a great thing.
I felt that I saw the essence of the language.

Later, I got a similar impression when I had a chance to talk with Oxford
University students. I was very surprised to see that people from many countries were
participating in the activities. It was the first time for me to talk with people from
different countries like the UK, America, Korea, Russia, and Germany at the same
time. I gave a presentation in English and got some advice from university students. I
was pleased when I could discuss some issues with them.

During those 10 days, I met and talked with many kinds of people. Even though
our nationalities are different, we can communicate and deepen our mutual
understanding by speaking the same language. I think this is a wonderful thing
because it gives us confidence. Also, I realized that it is not easy to make verbal
communication. Now, I have a goal for my future. I want to improve my English skills
and challenge myself to learn a lot of languages. I hope I can get more excitement by
communicating with foreigners.
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