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PFEaeR BB ZEE A {E “The place you can meet genuine learning and art”

“Do you hear the people sing? Singing the song of angry men. It is the music of the people who will
not be slaves again!” The strong and brilliant voices still beat in my heat. | cannot forget that fabulous
scene and the deep emotion which | felt. At the time | was in the United Kingdom and watching my first

musical. The title was “Les Misérables”

| had never been overseas before this experience. And | have been a big fan of Harry Potter. So,
when | was elected to present my research in the United Kingdom, | was very delighted. | had a lot of
expectations for this strange, new place. Even though | had been on an airplane for 11 hours, | felt it was
over in a flash. | arrived at the UK without getting a wink of sleep. “Finally, | can come to a place that’s
like a dream”, | said to 14 of my friends who were also going to present their presentation. Throughout
the UK, a perfume stimulated my nose. When | went outside, a cold wind blew. | saw a clearsky which is
connected to Japan. Everything was new and beautiful for me. Immediately, | fell in love with this

country.

The next day, we visited Cambridge University in order to present our research. When | saw the




lecture hall, | couldn’t believe that this was a university. It was like a castle. And there was a row of
beautiful old buildings. | was looking up at these overwhelming views and forgot to take pictures.
Everything was brilliant. Some Japanese students in Cambridge showed us around and explained its
history. After that, they told us why they came here and their impress ion of the UK in the lecture hall.
When they are talking in front of us, they are full of confidence and looked so happy. | didn’'t know why the
y were like this. After our presentation and giving advice to us, | asked them, “Why are you full of
confidence?” One of the university students answered, “I believe in myself. And | learn what | really want
to know and study. This may lead to my happiness and confidence.” | was strongly impressed to hear
that. They spend their time learning and pursuing their favorite things. When | recalled the journey so far,
| realized how different we were even though we are living at the same time. | was embarrassed at myself.
At that time, he asked me, “What do you want to learn?” | responded, “I'm not sure. But | am interested
in women’s empowerment.” He smiled and told me, “You know what you want to learn. It’s sociology!” |
felt that the puzzle was solved in my brain. He created my aim and dream. “Absolutely | want to learn and
study sociology”, | strongly thought. After the advice, | expressed my warm thanks to Cambridge students
and left the university. It was the day that my life was changed and gave me irreplaceable experiences.
Everything was overwhelming. | hope that someday | can learn about sociology there. On that day, |

couldn’t fall asleep easily because | felt too excited.

The last day came. We went to London in order to see the musical, Les Misérables. On the journey
to the hall, | saw a demonstration for the first time. Japan is a safe country and protects rarely happens. So,
| could understand the difference of the cultures deeply. Entering the hall, | found the countless spotlights
on celling. And it was full of people who were waiting for the musical to start. My heart was ready to
explode due to the expectation for a new world which | didn’t know. Before going to the UK, | had watched
the movie Les Misérables. So, | knew even the last scene. But | was really looking forward to it because
it was my first time to see a musical. Finally, the curtain was raised. All the scenes that | watched were
brilliant. | heard the strong singing voices echoing. The stage and hall were filled with a dreamy
atmosphere. | was moved by it. When the curtain was dropped, | couldn’t stop crying. | was completely

impressed by the stage. | will never forget it.

In the UK, | learned the importance of spending time wisely and experienced genuine art. More-over,
the beautiful look of the town, clear air, and kind people taught me a lot of important lessons. Everything
was crucial for me. | had precious experiences there. In the future, | will absolutely visit the UK again in

order to show my appreciation to this country.
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| arrived at Manchester Airport on 22 February 2017 with Marcus who was our teacher and his

college students. It was the moment that my dream came true which | had long wanted to study abroad

since | was in junior high school, 60 years ago.

Though this was my third times to visit the UK, | was nervous until | met my host family, Egan and
Eillen. They were a couple in their late sixties, a little younger than me, and treated me very well. The
meals they served were pretty good, as Eillen who ran catering business was a good cook. We talked
about various things while we had breakfast and dinner. They sometimes helped me with my
homework. The house | stayed was a 200-years-old terraced house and the inside was remodeled
comfortably. My room was cozy and provided with everything | needed during my stay. | was very lucky

to be able to stay with a good family.

We studied English at a language school called English in Chester which had many studying
courses. Our courses, which was 3 weeks, called + 50 was combination of practicing English and
enjoying holidays. That meant during the week we studied in the morning and we had free time to
explore the region in the afternoon. We had full day tours on weekends also, so we visited Conwy
Castle in Wales, Liverpool and London. When we arrived an English in Chester, we took a placement
test by which we were separated into different classes. A class | joined had 8~10 students from various

countries, such as Brazil, France, Italy, Swiss, Morocco, Turkey, Taiwan, Korea and so on. | was only




one Japanese. Most of them were young students who were speaking a good job in their countries. |
realized communication ability in English was one of the most important skills all over the world

especially for young people.

The city Chester where | stayed had almost a 2000-year-history. It was founded as a fort by the
Romans in AD 79. Following the Norman Conquest, the city grew as a trading port and in Georgian and
Victorian period it grew as a place of residential area for the people who escaped from industrial cities.
The centre of the city was surrounded by the city walls and we sometimes walked on them. We were
able to see the places where the important historical events were occurred. As | had studied the UK
history and culture for several years in our group SBS before | came to Chester and the Roman ruins.
People dressed in Roman soldiers were walking in the city to tell visitors that Chester had a long
history. The walls had an ancient medieval appearance and | felt that | was back in olden times. The
views of half-timbered houses which were seen everywhere in the city, Chester Cathedral and the
gardens always attracted me. When | painted a picture in a garden of Chester Cathedral by myself, |
didn’t realize that the gate was already locked. A guard found me and let me go out from the garden.
Chester was quite safe and people were very kind and friendly. | had never felt any danger in the city

when | was alone.

| had thought the weather during winter was cold and bad in the UK. Luckily, we had many fine and
warm days, but some stormy days. It was an interesting experience to see the weather changing very
quickly. Surprisingly, cherry trees already came into bloom, however they looked like different kinds
from Japanese ones, when we arrived in Chester. | enjoyed walking by myself along the River Dee and
in the gardens. In early Spring many crocuses and daffodils had sprang up from place to place. The
willow trees which had no leaves when | saw them first, began to bud. Spring seemed to come earlier

than usual years. It was so much fun for me to see the season changing.

My friend Kayoko and | visited many places of interest such as churches, gardens, shopping malls,
pubs and Chester Zoo which was very popular in the UK. In the supermarket | found that most of
vegetables and fruits were not wrapped up unlike Japanese ones. They didn’t give away plastic bags for

free also. British people were more sensitive to the plastic problem than Japanese people, | thought.

At the end of our program, Kayoko came to my house to make Japanese sushi. As we had planned
to make sushi during our stay, for this purpose we had brought some ingredients from Japan. We made
sushi and teriyaki and my host family served various cheese and wine. We had delicious dinner with

cultural exchange.

| like English, especially talking with foreign people. Through conversation, | was able to know
different senses of value. Through studying in Cheater, | appreciated British culture and history in
person. With beautiful scenery, all my experiences in Chester became my treasure. There’s a word of
wisdom. T7ravel: That’s my school. From this travel | learned not only English but also wisdom for my
life.
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