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“Satsuma Student from the 21% Century”

Ka-boom! In the middle of the summer of 1863, the sound of cannons resounded in
Kagoshima Bay. Triggered by the murder and wounding of some British nationals who
disturbed the daimyo procession, the Satsuma clan went to war with the British Empire.
Despite the large disparity in weapon performance, the Satsuma clan succeeded in
repelling the British fleet from Kagoshima Bay. After the war, both sides sat at the
negotiating table, and the discussion served as a starting point for deeper exchanges
between the British and the Satsuma domain. Two years after the end of the war, the
Satsuma clan sent 19 people to Britain. They were called the Satsuma students and after
returning to Japan, they made use of the knowledge and experience they had gained while
studying abroad to contribute to the modernization of Japan, becoming interpreters,

diplomats and businessmen, among other things.

In October of 2020, | moved to Kagoshima with my mother. | was planning to go to an
overseas university, so | decided to spend time with my grandparents before | left Japan.
However, | could not study abroad due to COVID-19 and | was devastated. | felt like my
future was closed, but | was lucky enough to be able to enroll in a college where | could
study English in Kagoshima. Through my classes at college, | learned that Kagoshima has
historically had strong ties with other countries. The history of Kagoshima is too long to tell
here, but | was particularly impressed by the Satsuma students who had been looking
overseas and had actually studied abroad more than 150 years ago. For me, Kagoshima is
my second home. This was because | often visited Kagoshima to see my grandparents. |
was deeply moved that a place with such a special feeling had produced people who
contributed to the modernization of Japan. When | learned about them, | thought about
whether | felt that | wanted to contribute to Japan or not when | decided to study abroad. In
fact, | realized that | wasn’t thinking about that at all, and that | was aiming to study abroad
just to do what | wanted to do. After that, for some reason, | felt very embarrassed about

my reasons.

After realizing that | had only a self-centered way of thinking, | researched the

Satsuma students more in order to know what studying abroad originally entailed. | believe




that the purpose of studying overseas is not only to learn languages, but also to expand
knowledge of multiculturalism and break old ways of thinking. The reason why 19 people
from the Satsuma domain went to the British Empire was also to update the old Japanese
system by introducing Western technology and to raise Japan’s national power from various
aspects such as politics, military power and industry. The people of Satsuma had realized
already 150 years ago that in order for Japan to compete with the rest of the world, it
needed to get out of its shell and dare to learn from other countries. In modern times, there
are more individual choices than in the past, and it is easier to go abroad now, so people
today will not feel the heavy responsibility that the Satsuma students shouldered at that
time, but if we can contribute to the development of the country and region where we were
born and raised by outputting the experience and knowledge we input by studying abroad,

it will be in response to their voices from the Edo period.

| am proud that | have moved to Kagoshima, the land of Satsuma, and that | am able
to study in Kagoshima. | am also impressed that Kagoshima and Britain have overcome
their feud and have maintained relationships from the Edo period to the present. Two years
ago, | felt as if my future was closed due to the Corona virus, but knowing about the
Satsuma students strengthened my desire to study abroad again. Besides, | understand the
significance of studying overseas more than before, and | want to become a person who
can contribute to the local community and the country like our predecessors of 150 years
ago. | have not yet clearly decided what kind of job | want to get in the future, but | want to
be involved in a job that connects Japan with overseas. In order to do that, | would like to
study economics and politics at a university in the UK and | also want to contribute to
Kagoshima, my second home by using my knowledge and experiences from studying
abroad in a practical way. | would be delighted if | could be a Satsuma student in the 21°

century.
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”Behave yourself, or you will miss the chance to have tea with the queen!”
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“I am standing here in this exquisite chapel of St George at
Windsor Castle, so close to where my beloved mother, the late
Queen is laid to rest with my dear father.

“I am reminded of the deeply touching letters, cards and
messages which so many of you have sent my wife and myself
and I cannot thank you enough for the love and sympathy you
have shown our whole family.

“With all my heart, I wish each of you a Christmas of peace,
happiness and everlasting light.”
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